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Fort Worth 


E VERY YEAR that passes confirms 
the prediction of its founders that 
Fort Worth is destined to be the 
leading city of the Southwest. The 
work of its progressive citizenship in the early 
days of the city in securing the main line of 
every railway that entered the State has borne 
fruit, and Fort Worth is now the recognized 
and conceded railway center of the Southwest. 
The traveler from any point in the United 
States, coming into or through Texas, finds 
Fort Worth on his ticket, if not his objective 
point. This fact cannot fail to produce an im¬ 
pression on the observant individual, with the 
result that Fort Worth is the best known city 
in the Southwest. 

Within a radius of one hundred and fifty 
miles around Fort Worth is the most fertile 
agricultural area on earth, producing not only 
the great Southern staple, cotton, but wheat, 


corn, oats, rye, barley, fruits and vegetables. 
Within this area reside a majority of the 
4,000,000 inhabitants of the State. Being eas¬ 
ily accessible by rail from all points, this popu¬ 
lation assists in swelling the trade of the city. 

In addition to being the railway center of 
the Southwest, Fort Worth is the packing 
house and cattle center. Recognizing the ad¬ 
vantages of superior facilities for transporta¬ 
tion, those leaders in packing house products, 
Armour & Company and Swift & Company, 
have erected here the most modern packing 
houses in the country. Each of these plants 
covers an area of twenty-one acres, and the 
stock yards, pens, sheds and horse barns fully 
an hundred acres more. It is only a matter of 
a few years when additional packing houses 
will follow these and Fort Worth will be the 
second point in the United States in this in¬ 
dustry. 












A GRAIN AND MILLING CENTER. 

With the development of the Territories and 
the Panhandle came a demand for a grain and 
flour market. Appreciating its value, Fort 
Worth was not long in providing the facilities 
for the expeditious transaction of this impor¬ 
tant business. Already seven grain elevators 
and three flouring mills—the latter with an 
aggregate capacity of 5,000 barrels per day— 
and a host of grain dealers, with an organized 



bureau of inspection, are handling this im¬ 
mense business with promptness and satisfac¬ 
tion. This business will increase as the years 
go by and Fort Worth will rival Minneapolis 
as a grain and flour market. 

Other industrial enterprises of greater or 
less magnitude may be found in the city. 
There are now over one hundred and fifty in 
all, giving steady employment to from ten to 
three hundred employes each. The “Tin 


Bucket Brigade'’ in Fort Worth numbers over 
7,000, and the annual pay roll will exceed 
$5,000,000. These are being added to daily 
and constitute no inconsiderable element in 
the business of the city. 

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. 

Contrary to the prevalent opinion, there are 
more schools and churches and better schools 
and churches in Fort Worth than in many 
older cities of greater size. 

A diploma from the Fort Worth High 
School admits the pupil into many of the col¬ 
leges and universities of the country without 
examination; an evidence of its standard of ex¬ 
cellence. 

There are forty-three church buildings in 
Fort Worth, representing every denomination. 
Some have more than one church edifice. 
Many of them are models of architectural 
beauty, and are substantial and commodious. 

HEALTH. 

A question of prime importance to everyone 
seeking a location for business or residence is 
that of health. Fort Worth challenges com¬ 
parison, in this particular, with any place in 
the United States. During the year 1905 there 
were 543 deaths in Fort Worth, which includes 
accidents, suicides, still-born children and 
deaths by violence. Of this number 127 were 
non-residents, sent here for treatment at the 
hospitals and sanitariums, leaving 416 deaths 
of residents of the city. This is a small frac¬ 
tion under 8 to the 1,000 population; which 
has been the average death rate for a number 
of years. 

What other city in the country can make a 
like showing? 
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WATER. 

One of the most essential elements of health, 
comfort and usefulness to any community is 
pure water. 

In this respect Fort Worth is blessed be¬ 
yond her sisters. Its water supply is artesian 
and comes from an average depth of 1,000 feet 
below the surface, and is absolutely soft and 
free from all organic matter. To the purity of 



its water is attributed, in a large degree, the 
remarkable healthfulness of the city. Daniel 
W. Meade, one of the most expert hydraulic 
engineers in the country, says: “Fort Worth 
is better provided than any city in this section 
with a water supply. Fort Worth has a per¬ 
manent water supply, and it is a water supply 
of which Fort Worth should be especially 
proud, and in boasting of it your Board of 
Trade cannot say too much. When people 


seek a location they want to know first the 
source of the water, and the next the quality, 
and the amount. You can give them the in¬ 
formation in a few words, and they can see its 
quality in an instant.” 

CLIMATE. 

Do not hesitate to select Fort Worth as a 
place of residence because of climatic condi¬ 
tion. Because of its high altitude, about 700 
feet above sea level, it is swept by cool and 
refreshing gulf breezes, which relieve the high 
temperature incident to this latitude. 

The rain fall for the year, 1905, was 43.20 
inches, distributed as follows: 


January ... 

... .1.52 

July. 

.8.35 

February . . 

....1.93 

August . . .. 

.0.56 

March .... 

•••• 3-39 

September . 

.0.83 

April. 

• • • -773 

October . . . 

.4.21 

May. 

• • • -545 

November . 

.3-19 

June. 

. . . .2.69 

December ., 

. 3-35 

The temperature by 

months was as 

follows: 


Deg. 


Deg. 

January . . . . 

. 38 

July . 

. 77 

February .. 

. 35 

August .... 

.83 

March . 

.60 

September . 

. 78 

April . 

.62 

October .. . 

.65 

May. 

. 73 

November . 

. 58 

June. 

.80 

December . 

. 42 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

The public buildings in Fort Worth are far 
superior to those in cities of the same age and 
population. The County Court House is the 
finest County building in the United States; 
the Texas & Pacific Passenger Station is the 
finest in any city of 60,000 people in the world. 
The city buildings, fire stations, school build¬ 
ings, Carnegie Library, are commodious and 
substantial structures. 
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The character of citizenship of any com¬ 
munity may safely be judged by the charac¬ 
ter of its homes. In Fort Worth may be found 
a greater number of beautiful homes in propor¬ 
tion to population than in any city in the coun¬ 
try, and their number is constantly increasing. 
The beautiful elevations in and around Fort 
Worth are rapidly being ornamented with 
handsome and commodious private residences, 



surrounded with all the advantages and con¬ 
veniences which money, skill and taste can 
supply. 


SOIL AND PRODUCTION. 

No one need to hesitate to come to Texas 
for fear he will not find soil and productions 
suited to his peculiar taste, or to which he has 
been accustomed. 

Whether he comes from the sterile hills of 
New England, the worn-out section of the 


Southeastern States, the snow-covered and 
blizzard-swept prairies of the Northwest, the 
orange groves of Florida, the pine woods of 
Michigan, or the mining camps of the Rockies, 
he will find soil, products, orchards, forest and 
mine for the employment of his capital and en¬ 
ergies. 

Cotton grows equal to the best in the Yazoo 
delta, rice equal to South Carolina, sugar equal 
to Louisiana, fruit that surpasses Florida or 
California, wheat, corn, oats, rye, barley, po¬ 
tatoes, fruits, berries and vegetables inferior to 
none in the country. 

There are unbroken virgin forests larger in 
area than the State of New York, more granite 
than in New Hampshire, more marble than in 
Vermont, more iron than in Pennsylvania and 
Alabama combined, and all of superior quality 
and excellence. 

The country immediately around Fort 
Worth is the only section on the inhabitable 
globe where cotton and small grains grow in 
the same field, and each to that degree of per¬ 
fection that it can be found in any section of 
the Union. 

The farmer need not pin his faith or risk his 
year's labor on any one crop. If his wheat or 
oats fail, he can plow up his ground and plant 
cotton, millet, sorghum or many other crops 
which will prove profitable. It is the farmer’s 
paradise and the stockman’s Eldorado. These 
facts are incontrovertible and easily substan¬ 
tiated. Come and see for yourself. 

AN EVIDENCE OF GROWTH. 

One of the evidences of the growth of the 
City is found in the increased number of tele¬ 
phones installed during the year. The South¬ 
western Telephone Company installed 1095 
new instruments during the year 1905, and are 
behind with their orders at this time. 
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COMMERCIAL. 

Fort Worth is well supplied with as hand¬ 
some and adequate retail stores in every line 
of business as can be found in any city of its 
size on the continent. Its merchants are en¬ 
terprising, active and energetic, keeping pace 
with the growth and development of the city. 

Fort Worth is easily the leading wholesale 
grocery market in the State, and the volume 
of business transacted is immense. It extends 



over the whole of Northern Texas, the Terri¬ 
tories, New Mexico and the Republic of 
Mexico. 


Other lines in the wholesale trade are fairly 
well represented, but there is a splendid open¬ 
ing for wholesale houses in clothing, dry goods, 
shoes, hats and millinery. 

As an evidence of the volume of business 
transacted in this city, there were 638,078 
freight cars interchanged at this station in 1905. 


This does not include either through business 
or local business, which would increase the 
number to over one million. 

RAILROADS. 

There are eleven trunk lines of railway con¬ 
verging at Fort Worth. They are: 

Texas & Pacific Railway. 

Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway. 

Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway (Atchi¬ 
son System). 

Houston & Texas Central Railway (South¬ 
ern Pacific System). 

Fort Worth & Rio Grande Railway (Frisco 
System). 

Trans-Continental Branch Texas & Pacific 
Railway. 

Fort Worth & Denver City Railway. 

Chicago, Rock Island & Gulf Railway. 

St. Louis Southwestern Railway (Cotton 
Belt). 

St. Louis & San Francisco Railway. 

International & Great Northern Railway. 

These roads furnish sixteen outlets for the 
trade of Fort Worth. 

The Trinity & Brazos Valley Road will be 
constructed to Fort Worth during 1906. 

No other town can point to eleven trunk 
lines and not a single branch road. Railroads 
know a good thing when they see it. 

There are more miles of railway, sidings and 
switches in the railway yards in Fort Worth 
than in any city in the South. Come and see 
for yourself. 

A celebrated railway engineer once re¬ 
marked that “more people get on and off the 
cars at Fort Worth than at Dallas, Galveston 
and San Antonio combined.” That was ten 
years ago. It was true then; it is true now. 























CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

















A LAND OF OPPORTUNITY. 

Texas is the land of opportunity. The fact 
that it is in the infancy of its development pre¬ 
sents advantages for capital, energy, skill and 
enterprise not found in the States where de¬ 
velopment has reached the maximum. Those 
who have come to Texas and engaged in man¬ 
ufacturing and mercantile pursuits have no 
reason to regret their action. There is abund¬ 
ant room for others. It is impossible in this 



booklet to elaborate the advantages offered. 
It is our purpose only to direct your attention 
and to solicit your investigation. Whether 
you be a farmer, stock-raiser, artisan, capital¬ 
ist, merchant or professional man, you cannot 
fail to find here conditions which are to your 
advantage. While trade and business in Fort 
Worth is brisk, it is not overdone, for the rea¬ 
son that the growth and development is un¬ 
precedented in the history of cities. The 


population of Fort Worth has more than 
doubled since the census of 1900, and still 
continues to increase. 

FINANCIAL. 

There are in Fort Worth eight National 
Banks and two State Banks and Trust Com¬ 
panies, with a combined capital and surplus of 
$2,800,000, and deposits amounting to $10,- 
000,000. 

There is no better or more certain evidence 
of the volume of business transacted than the 
bank clearings, which aggregated for the year, 
1905, the sum of $265,506,182.56, an increase 
over the year preceding of $77,021,577.54. 

Following are the clearings for the year of 


1905, by months: 


January . 

.$ 20,225,059.64 

February. 

. 20,400,145.00 

March . 

. 27,489,797.72 

April.. 

. 19,955,469.08 

May . 

. 20,552,138.36 

June . 

. 19,652,965-38 

July . 

. 18,155,416.86 

August . 

. 17,711,104.28 

September . 

. 20,266,914.46 

October . 

. 25,721,100.30 

November . 

. 27,187,926.82 

December . 

. 28,158,239.56 

Total . 

—.. .$265,506,182.56 


INDUSTRIES NEEDED. 

Among the industries most needed, and 
which would be profitable are: 

A cotton mill. 

A knitting mill. 

A box factory. 

A canning factory. 

A wholesale dry goods house. 

A wholesale boot and shoe house. 

Other industries will do well and receive a 
liberal patronage. 







































FORT WORTH HIGH SCHOOL 





























Naturally the individual who is invited to 
change his location with the promise and hope 
of bettering his condition is desirous of having 
some reason given why he would be benefited 
by the change. The reasons are plentiful and 
when a personal inspection is made, are con¬ 
vincing. But some evidence may be offered 
to induce an investigation. 

As already stated elsewhere in these pages, 
Fort Worth is situated almost in the ge¬ 
ographical center of the most fertile area in 
the world, capable of producing every product 
of the temperate and semi-tropical zones. 

Soil of infinite variety, from the heavy, black 
waxy land of the prairies to the light sandy 
loam of the timber lands and valleys offer the 
farmer an opportunity of making a selection 
to suit his taste or the pursuit in which he de¬ 
sires to engage. This is an advantage seldom 
found to such unlimited extent as in the terri¬ 
tory adjacent and tributary to Fort Worth. 

The area is practically unlimited. To the 
southwest, west and northwest, for hundreds 
of miles in each direction, can be found these 
fertile and productive lands at prices which 


meet the financial condition of the proposed 
settler. 

Immediately around Fort Worth improved 
lands are worth from $40 to $100 per acre. A 
few miles distant, just as good lands, but not 
as convenient to market, can be had for $20 
and $30 per acre. Within less than fifty miles 
they can be had at from $10 to $15 per acre; 
still further away they can be bought for $5. 
and in some instances for even less than this. 

The prediction that in a few years these 
cheap lands will be worth as much as the 
higher priced acres : 1 s not an idle dream. It 
is simply a repetition of what has transpired 
in this immediate vicinity within the last 
twenty years. 

The farmer in Indiana, Illinois or Iowa, or 
any other of the central or western States, 
can get five acres of as good land in Texas 
for the price of one acre of his present hold¬ 
ings. The man who rents lands in these States 
can buy in Texas for the price he pays as rent 
where he now lives, file can raise a greater 
variety of products at less cost and sell them 
for more. Come and see and be convinced. 
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TARRANT CO. 

COURT HOUSE 

Ft.WORTH.TEX. 


FINEST COUNTY BUILDING IN THE UNITED STATES 










































CITY HALL, FORT WORTH 


































TEXAS & PACIFIC PASSENGER STATION—THE FINEST IN THE WORLD IN A CITY OF THIS SIZE 















CONTINENTAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY BUILDING 
























































To 



Fort Worth, Texas, 
January 20,1000 



TEXAS PRINTING COMPANY 


the Reader 


The accompanying pages are respectfully commended 
to your careful consideration. They are not written to 
“boom” Fort Worth, but are a conservative statement of 
facts for your information. If, for any reason, you desire 
to change your location, or to better your condition, you 
will find it to your interest to visit Texas and discover 
for yourself the superior advantages the State possesses 
over any other State in the Union. 

Texas is not the State of a generation ago, when it 
was known principally as the home of outlaws, desper¬ 
ados, and long horned cattle. The State has developed 
with wonderful rapidity. It is now the fourth State in 
the Union in wealth and population, and will soon be the 
first. 

Its development has been but little short of marvelous, 
and is still going on. There seems no good reason why 
it should not continue indefinitely. 

Good farm lands that can now be had at $30.00 to 
$40.00 per acre, will be worth $100.00 to $150.00 in ten 
years. These lands are better than those in any other 
section because they are more fertile and will produce a 
greater variety of crops. 

You can make money faster and live easier in Texas 
than in any other country on earth. 

This reads like an exaggeration. Come and see if it 
is not true. 

Do not forget that “All Roads Lead to Fort Worth.” 


Fort Worth Board of Trade 

























